Gamma-Amino Butyric Acid (GABA) is the major inhibitory neurotransmitter in the CNS; GHB was discovered in a search for therapeutic GABA analogs • GHB is popular as a dietary supplement and drug of abuse • Overdose leads to sedation and respiratory depression • Most patients recover fully within six hours, although respiratory arrest and death are reported • GHB withdrawal is similar to withdrawal from other sedative/hypnotic agents, such as ethanol • Congeners such as gamma-butyrolactone (GBL) and 1,4-butanediol have similar toxicity to GHB
INTRODUCTION
• GHB used in models of absence seizures, and may have tissue protective effects in some conditions 
